RETURN    OF    THE    WHITE    EAGLE

Germany will at the same time be a sacrifice
on the altar of resurrected Poland.

This declaration was signed on behalf of the
National Democratic Party, Polish Progressive
Party, Realist Politics Party and Polish Pro-
gressive Union/

These two documents show with tragic clearness
that to the Poles the Great War was a fratricidal
war not only because they were forced to fight
on either side, but also because they found it in
their hearts to be loyal to their worst oppressor.
During the course of the war there were Russophil
Poles and there were Austrophil Poles, and there
were  many  conflicts  between them.  When the
whole of Russian Poland was in the hands of the
Germans and Austrians, there were leading Poles
who favoured a recruiting campaign in order to
raise further Polish armies for the Central Powers.
Pilsudski alone among the ostensible friends of
Austria and Germany realized that this would be
to the detriment of the Polish nation. On isth
August 1915, at a meeting in Warsaw, he said:
c To-day the Germans have taken the place of the
Russians in Poland. We must resist the Germans.
I do not see why we should not enter into relations
with the Russophils/ His friends could not under-
stand him and although he managed to organize
a covert resistance to the Central Powers, there
were many splits and violent conflicts between
Poles and Poles.

This was inevitable, as the Poles were being